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Queft. 1. Hether "tis move rational to make a De- 
feent on France 6» Sea, or pierce into 
it by the way of Givoy, oc. 

Anfw. The Author of the Projeé of a Defcent on France 
lately Printed, who we are told is a Perfin of Quality, ts 
clearly for making the attempt by Sea, co which fide they 
are undoubtedly much weaker than upo2 40¥ ether, unlefs 
perhaps that of Savey. He gives many very probable Rea- 
fons for his Opinion, bur the chief feems to be that accord- 
ing to his Projeft, Forts being built at convenient diftan- 
ces along the fboar, and ftrong Garifons of Englifb in 
chem, who might put the adjacent Country under Con- 
tributions, France wou'd be both infinicely diftraéted and 
weaken’d, and neceffitated either to draw down their 
Forces to Guard the Country, and leave their Frontiers 
open ro the Confederates, or elfe expofe their Country 
to the perpetual Ravages of an Enemy almoft in its very 
Bowels. The other Opinion for piercing by Savoy, or 
thac way, feems tobe rather approv'd by the Author of 
Tie Hiftovical and Political Mercury, that ingenious and 
impartial Writer (if ever there was one) intimating In 
feveral places, particularly Apri/, p. 140. as in all other 
Cafes, nor without Reafon, for while the Freach Gari- 
fons are fo ftrong and mamerous, both on the fide of 
Flanders and Germany, aad our Englifh Forces are (0 di- 
vided and employ'd in the firft of chofe Places, and in 
Ireland, it ems not very praéticable for us or other of 
the Confederates to attack °em any way but by Savoy or 
Burgundy. And to this at laft feems to agree even the 
Author of the Project, who little lefs than grants, that the 
Time to make a Defcent by Sea upon France, is now (for 
the prefent) over ——But lerit be either by Sea or Land, 
if *twere but once effeétually done, we fhou’d hardly 
find faulc wich the manner on’t. 

Queft. 2. What is a Spell, and why not lawful, if only 
hatd words, and what are the meaning of thefe words, Er- 
chin, Dide, Sumina, Sulphin, what Language they are, 
and what is their Vertue ? 

Anfw. By a Spell or charm has been always under- 
fiood, a certain ferm of words endued with a fecret 
unaccountable power of performing ftrange things by 
their Repetition, the chicf whereof curing Difeafts, pro- 
curing Love, and deftroying Serpents. Thus Theocritus 
and Virgil from him, Frigidus in pratis cantando 
rumpituy Anguis, and again,—-Ducite ab urbe Domum, mea 
carmina, ducite Daphnin.————The Scripture alfo refers 
to the (ame Praétices, when it mentions, — The Serpent 
and the voice of the Charmer; forbidding alfo on pain 
of Death any fuch thing, which abundantly may fatis- 
fie us thac any fuch thing muft be unlawful. The Rea- 
fon is, whatis not perfermed by Nature, nor the im- 
mediate Power of God, nor the firengch of Fancy, we 
can’t fuppofe to be done by any other way but by a 
Compact with Evil Spirits. Hard words in themfelves can 
have no power, and therefore, as fuch, indifferent; bur 
if fuch chings produce any real effects, as ’tis hard to 
fry they do not, when we have fuch Clouds of Inftances, 
they both dire@ly tend to rake off Mens Minds from 
a dependance on the Supream Being, and alfo co make 
em negleé all rational means, and grow weak and 
fuperftirious, and are befides juftly to be fufpe&ed for 
the former Reafon. We deny not, that words joyn- 
ed with Tunes may have great Vertue, by their motion 
on the Air, and fo on the Spirits, asin the Cafe of the 
Tarantule, and perhaps formerly many others which 
are now loft, —but this is rational, and we can. give 
fome co'leradle account of it by the Rules of Nature, 
which wetan’e fay of the other. For. the words here 
Procacec, Erthin. Nide, Sumina, Sulpbia, they feem only 


fome farharous Terms which the Conjarers, or thofe who 
Wou'd be thought fo, make ofe of, without any fexce in 
themfelves, or drpex.’ ance on each other,unlefs they may be 


made on purpofe by che Querift to puzzle the Caufe. 
There is indeed in fome of cm the Tra& of Latin and 


Englifo words, others only tranfvers'd 5 Evthin, feems to 
be no more than in Earth, Dide may be Latin, Swmina is 
only Animas turn’d backwards, and the firft partof Sui- 
phin when cranfpos'd is plus ; and if any can make more 
of “em, they are very welcome, and whether chere’s any 
Vertue in’em, Satan knows, from whom, if they have 
any fuch, they muft receive ic. 

ft. 3. A Gentlemanef my Acquaintance having been 
formerly in Lovt, and difappointed, bas again offer'd his Str- 
vice to another Lady, who refufes to entertain bis Amours, 
though upox Honourable Terms, tillthe ATHENIAN SO- 
CIETY refolve this Durftion, Whether "tis pojfible for 
a Gentleman that bas been in Love before, to love agaia with 
the fame Ardour and Affettion as at firjt. 

Anjw. If we take in both the Sexes, (thofe Countries 
excepted where the Wife cuftomarily furvives not her 
Husband ) we fhall find above one half of the World una- 
nimoufly give their Suffrage in the Affirmative; perhaps 
we might have faid a greater part, if we confider: how 
oft fome are married, and how many have beee difap- 
pointed in cheir Affections, cither by Parents, Compulfion, 
their own falling out, or upon fecond and more advifed 
thoughts, and yet after all have proved happy Inftances 
of an ¢extraerdinary Affection. Nor can we fee any Rea- 
fon to the contrary, fince the Affeétion terminates noc 
fo much im the Perfon loved, as in the Dsciifcations 5 
tis there only that a wife Man's intereft or difintereft is 
fecured : This is evident, fince almoft half our time is 
{pent in darkne/s, where we can make no diftinétion of 
Perfons, and yet the Love is the fame. I amready to 
confefs, Senfual Love bates a Rival, and perhaps cannot 
be twice paffionately fix'd 5 (and ’tis fo much the betrer in 
many Circumftances ; I'm fure ’tis in Chriftianity, when 
the breach of the firft Command lies at ftake:) But the 
Soul is unconfin'd and free, is ignorant of the Name of 
Rival, as alfo of the diftin@ionof Sexes, fixes and re- 
moves as Unbyafs'd and fober Reafon dictates : — Where 
that fixes and is fecur’d, the lefler (I mean that of the 
Perfon) always fubmirs, at leaft fo tar as is necefiary for 
an eafic and comtortable Life. An agreeable Conver(e, 
and an Union of Soul, never cloys or diminifhes, but is 
equally vigorous in Youth and Age, and in all Scares and 
Conditions where the Fear of God and Reafon are at- 
teadant.— Let the Gentleman evince by Matter of Fact 
the Conditions the Lady expeéts, and afterwards fhow 
her this Anfwer, and fhe'll be doubly oblig’d to be of our 
Opinion. 

Queft. 4. What will make People wakeful that are given 
to Sleep? 

Anfw. Every one has heard che Story of the Philofo- 
pher, who to keep himfelf waking, ufed co fit with a 
Ball in bis hand over a Braf Bafin, that if he chanced to 
nod, the noife made by the fall thereof might agaid 
wakenhim. The Nightingal fings wich a Thorn at ber 
Breaft for the fame Reafon, if you'll believe fome Natu- 
ralifts, chd’tis ftrange fhe thou'd fit finging fo long till 
they came nigh enough to make the obfervation, ¢fpecial- 
ly when without any light todo it. The Spasiard burns 
Paper under his Nofe, if you'll credit the Comedian. 
Bat chofe kind of Slesping Sickndfes are not fo common 
now as formetly in England: Almoft all our Chronicles 
give a flrange account of a fort of a Plague of his Natore, 
which happened here in the Reign of King Henry the VIII. 
In his feven and thirtieth Tear, on Tuelday in Eafter-week, 
William Foxley, Pot-maker for the Mint of the Tower of 
London, fell afleepyand could not be waked with pinching or 
burning, till the fit day of the next Term, which was full 
fourteen days; and when be awaked,was found in all points 
as if he bad flept but one night, and lived forty years, after. 
Nor of this have we now, "tis hoped, any greac caule of 
Fear—The degrees of drowfine{s withus are different: 
As for the higheft, a Lethargy, or Coma, they are Dif~ 
eafes for which the Colledge ts to be confulted. For a 
lower degree thereof, ic cicher proceeds from grofs 
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4lazy Hunovf To be rid of the firft, the 
re cf cating too much Beef: and 
e's no need "tis hoped of appli- 
or Whipping-polt, fince ho- 
for the moft 


fecdihg, or 
Querift mult have a ce 
ro cure the latrer,, ther 
cation ro the Hemp-block, 
neit befincGand conflant employment are 
ir. If the Proponent be on- 


part fufficien: co accomplith te. ( 
ty ceoubted with fleeping at Church, let him firft farrly 
examine where the fault lies, in the Preacher, or him. 


if in the Arft, wed advifle him to fiod fome Thaxderir 
or other.chat Lavs on the Peoples Fars to fome purpofe,and 
(elf dircAly againft the Pulpit, and if he fleeps 


th e roo, he’s een ina de(ptrate condition, and we've no 
! iy rohim 
) avi an ) ayning to va kb. ar 
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_ Yes undou>redly. juft as much as a Man. can 
birk. or HvincheAir. kvcry Creature has its peculiar 
Procertits, by which irs diftinguifh’d from ail others, 
al one of the neareft of chetc propertics is their voie, 
as Aix , Latrabile, Rugsoile neighing tO a Hort, 
baybing to a Dog, roaring to a Lyon, —So chatt’ring to 
onbeys, and fbeabing to Men. Now thefe and other 
Properties muft proceed from the Efjince of the Crea- 
tare, as vecll as be expreiiveof its Natare. The Etience 
or conftiturive difference of Man is his Reafox, and from 


or the next power thereof; cthere- 


Reafon follows Spec! 
b {how'd naturally and properly be 
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ina S which has no Reafon. And how little theres 
of fuch muft have, who are fo willing to. part with fo 
great sative, nay, to entercommon with the Beafts, 
and « c] es Monkeys, or Monkeys men, 
tis v fie to judy But all Mankind are not fo Ji- 
beral: aud ‘tis acknowledg’d by whatever is fober, that 
Beafts can have no proper Reafon, as we have formerly 
provid. Irstruc, lian, and if we miftake not, Pliny 
roo, give us very formal Stories of Elephants: that 
cou'd both write and fpeak, nay, {peak Greek too, and 


relate the very words of their Qrations ; But the beft is, 
‘tis only Pliny and ARlian who tell us fo, and there’s no 
great need of refuting their Authority. To fpeak, is 
articulately to exprefs the Sence of the Mind; now there 
can be no fuch Expreffion, where there is no fuch mind, 
No cogitative power or principle in +! je. Birds, its 
true, as they may feem by their * | proximity to 
Heaven to exceed Man, (0 in ano mely, peaking, 
they may be thought to equal him :-—Sur its notorious, 
they netrher underfland the fence of tie words we reach 
‘em, nor yet exprefs the fenceof their minds ; and whene 
ever any thing comes from ’em which appears pat and apr, 
tlac “tis Owing meerly to chance, not Choice, or Reafon. As 
for example, there’s one of rhe greateft Families in Eng- 
land, where having conflane Prayers celebrated, a Par- 
ot t hangs In @ room adjoyning has by bearing ir 
often repeated, learne that verficle,— Let us pray! and 
fomertimes happens uoluckily to pronounce it when the 
Chaplain palles by him; but will any from hence, un- 
Jefsthey have lefs fence than the Bird, conclude thar it 
underiands what it pronounces? And as for Beafts, they 
can yer lefs pretend to jt than Birds, becaufe the Birds 
have imitated both the Notes and Voices of Men, we ne- 
ver cou'd fiad the molt docible of Beafts capable of that 
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— Quett. 6. lf an Infant were Rept from its Birth to twelve 
/:ars of Agi without heaving any bumane voice, what Lan- 
gucki won'd it then fprak? 

‘thr. “Twou'd be fair enough to pur- the Querift off 
tl the Experiment cou'd be try'd; but leaft he fhould 
be weary with walring fo long, we'll e’en make an End 
oo pretently, and anfwer one Suppofftios with another. 
We luppo.e then, and perhaps fomewhar more,that fach an 
inant woud {peak me Language at all, only expres the 
Conceprions of his Mind oy nacural Signs, or fome inar- 
ficalate Noses : For we ice all Children fpeak that Lan- 


gage their Parents or Nurfts learn ‘em, and no other ; 

ace it feews a fair confequence, that if they had nor 
<n taught that, they muft have fpoken none at all. Mr. 
yus tus us an Odd Story of an Experiment of this Na- 
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Word Eéch, which in the Pbr 


ua hace made, and thar fome Children educated 
mm 2 Cave, at their being taken- thence pronounced the 
yeian Language fignifies 
Eetad, on which “twas concluded that was the moft an- 
cient Language, tll on a. narrower Qbfervation "twas 
diicover'd the found they made was only in imication of 


the Wild-Goats which graz'd on the neighbouring Moun- 


tains. i 
Queft. 7. What's the mtaning of the Word Puncilio ix 


joa Mercury,Wa. 18.V. 1. and in what Dittionary is’t to 
be found, fince the DQuerift can difeover it in mone that be 


ever yet confulted ? 
Anfw. The Verfe from whence the Word intended by 


it was taken, is almoft as- common as any in Dui mibs 
or Propria que maribus; ‘tis quoted by Mr. Cowley, if 
we niftake not, inhis Ef/zy upon Greatne/s, and by al- 
moft a hundred others. The Word as ‘tis Printed in the 
Mercury, is to be found in no Dittionary but an Errata, 
nor any where eM but inthe Brain of that Block-head 
of a Printer whagfSferted ic by a miftake inftead of Py. 
milio, which fig@ifics, as all know, any lietle, fhorr, 
dwarfifh fort of&a Creature —and may be render’d— 
Go-by-ground, o®almoft what the Reader pleates, who 
we hope wil/bérfo juft and candid as not to impute 
fuch literal Faults to the Conipofersof the Papers. 

Queft. 8. Having taken Notice that in your 
Anfwer to that Queftion about the Monttruous 
Calf swith its Commode, you afcribe the forma- 
tion to the Senfiteve Imagination, — Query, Since 
Brutes are concern’d, may we ever expect {uch In- 
frances in Fifhes? 

Aufw. We cannot deny a poflibilicy of what 
we have fo many Inftances already. —— Ronde. 
letins gives us an account in his time of a 
Monfler that was taken in Norway ina Tem- 
Sea, exadly refembling a Monk, 
and gives us the Figure of it, to which is af- 
fign’d the fame Caufe of Monffrofiry that we 
have already given for the Calf: See Rondele- 
tins de pifcibus. “There are feveral other Na- 
turalifts that reckon up feveral Marine Mon- 
fers, fuch asthey cannot conclude were con- 
temporary with the Creation, but that were 
primarily produced by Ideas in the A& of Ge- 
neration. 

Queft. 9. Doth the Earth or the Sun move ? 

Anfw. Thofe Philofophers that are for 
Terremotion, yet will have the Sun to move 
about its Center, and thofe that are for a 
fixation of the Earth will have the Sun move 
according to the common Acceptation: 
Thus much at prefent to the Importunate 
Querift, who may hear further from ns in 
cur New Syftem of Philofophy. 


Qobertifements, 

ee A LL young Gentlemen or Ladies that de 
fire te Learn the moft Exaéd and Short- 
eff Short-hand ever before invented, may be 
faithfully Taught by the Author, WILLIAM 
MASON, at bis Writing-School, the Hand and 
Pen iw Bell-yard, Grace-charch-ftreet, os 
reafonable Terms: And {uch as pleafe may (at 
comvenient. Hours, when School ws over) be ale 

tended at their own Habitations. 
"We Advife all eur Qutrijts to read the Contents and 
12 Numbers lately Publifbt all together by Mr- Baldwin,(and 
which they'll find almojt in every ¢ offet-hoxfe) that they may 


know what Queflions we have alrtady Anfwird. Wementi- 
on this, for that we bave receiv'd feveral Qucftions this Week 


pefiuous 
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+ 
that are Anfwer'd in thofe 12 Numbers bejure recited 5 par 
ticularly that about Self-murther which the Duerift wi 
find in Numb, 22.Q, 19. and in Numb, 25. Q. 6. 

[i We bave receiv'd near Curious Quejlions concerning 
the Soulof Man, which we défign to Anjwer all togetbir ® 
one Paper Bat pray fend in no more Ducflions til fare 
ther Orders. 

T We bave receiv'd a very Nice Queftion concerning tht 

Rain-bow, &c. which hail be Anfwered either in owe W 
Papers, or at the End of our Second Volume. 
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